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July 29, 2021 Bulletin No. 21-02 

Kitchen Ventilation with HRV Systems 
BC Building Code minimum requirements for kitchen exhaust 

Purpose 
To inform building contractors and mechanical trades on the minimum requirements for kitchen ventilation 
requirements when incorporating Heat Recovery Ventilation (HRV) Systems. 

References and Background 
Minimum ventilation requirements for Dwelling Units 
Currently there are no prescriptive BCBC allowances for 
HVR systems to supersede the requirement for a separate 
kitchen exhaust fan. Continuous HRV flow is only permitted 
to replace bathrooms spot ventilation as outlined in 
Section 9.32.3.6 of the BC Building Code. (Table 9.32.3.6) 
 
The BCBC does not specify where the required kitchen fan 
is to be located as long but it is recommended that its 
placed in an area that is in close proximity to the cooking 
appliances and which is not negatively affected by grease 
laden vapours. 

References: 
• Thermal Environmental Comfort Association (TECA) – Rationale for Kitchen exhaust requirements 

– Attachment A 
• Alternative Solutions Application – see www.penticton.ca/permits/applications   
• Current BC Building Code 

Implementation 
An HRV can not prescriptively be used to provide the required ventilation in a kitchen unless formally 
approved as an Alternate Solution. 
Residential dwelling units incorporating an HRV systems must supply a separate kitchen ventilation system 
meeting minimum air-flow requirements (Table 9.32.3.6.), and exhausting directly to the exterior. Where it is 
desired to only use the HRV system for the principal kitchen exhaust, an Alternative Solution from a person 
with certification in mechanical ventilation systems (Eng, TECA, HRAI) will be required prior to installation. 

https://www.penticton.ca/sites/default/files/images/business-and-building/building-permit-applications/Alternative%20Solution%20Pkg.pdf
http://www.penticton.ca/permits/applications
https://free.bcpublications.ca/civix/content/public/bcbc2018/?xsl=/templates/browse.xsl&xsl=/templates/browse.xsl
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Have questions? We’re here to help.  Please contact the Building Department at 250 - 490-2571 or email 
buildinginfo@penticton.ca .  
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