
 

Public Notice 
 

 
 
 
June 25, 2020 
 
Subject Properties: 
2696 and 2712 Skaha Lake Road 
 
Lots 2 and 3, District Lot 116, 
Similkameen Division Yale District, 
Plan 21541 
 
Application: 
Development Variance Permit 
PL2020-8784 
 
The applicant is proposing to 
increase the height of the existing 
fence along Skaha Lake Road. This fence is located in the front yard setback of both properties, and in order to 
increase the height of the fence from 1.2m to 1.8m a variance is required (Zoning Bylaw 2017-08, Section 5.6.1.1.1). 
 
Information: 
You can find the staff report to Council and Development Variance Permit PL2020-8784 on the City’s website at 
www.penticton.ca/latestannouncements.  Select the Public Notice category.   
 
Please contact the Planning Department at planning@penticton.ca or (250) 490-2501 with any questions. 
 
Council Consideration: 
Council will consider the development variance permit at its Regular Council Meeting scheduled for 1:00 pm, 
Tuesday, July 7, 2020. 
 
In response to COVID-19, Regular Council meetings will remain closed to the public. All meetings will be live 
streamed via the City’s website at:  www.penticton.ca/city-hall/city-council/council-meetings.  Select the ‘Watch 
Live’ button. 
 
Public Comments: 
Any person whose interest may be affected by the proposed development variance permit, may submit a petition or 
written comments by mail or email no later than 9:30 am, Tuesday, July 7, 2020 to: 
 
Attention: Corporate Officer, City of Penticton 
171 Main Street, Penticton, B.C. V2A 5A9 
Email:  corpadmin@penticton.ca    
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No letter, report or representation from the public will be received by Council after the conclusion of the July 7, 
2020 Council Meeting. 
 
Please note that all correspondence submitted to the City of Penticton in response to this Notice must include 
your name and address and will form part of the public record and will be published in a meeting agenda when 
this matter is before the Council or a Committee of Council.  The City considers the author’s name and address 
relevant to Council’s consideration of this matter and will disclose this personal information.  The author’s phone 
number and email address is not relevant and should not be included in the correspondence if the author does 
not wish this personal information disclosed. 
 
Audrey Tanguay 
Planning Manager 
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Date: July 7, 2020      File No:    RMS/2696 Skaha Lake Road 
To: Donny van Dyk, Chief Administrative Officer 
From: Steven Collyer, Planner 1 
Address: 2696 and 2712 Skaha Lake Road 
 
Subject: Development Variance Permit PL2020-8784 

 

Staff Recommendation 

THAT Council approve “Development Variance Permit PL2020-8784” for Lots 2 and 3, District Lot 116, 
Similkameen Division Yale District Plan 21541, located at 2696 and 2712 Skaha Lake Road, a permit to vary 
Section 5.6.1.1.1 of Zoning Bylaw 2017-08 to increase the permitted fence height along the front lot line 
from 1.2m to 1.8m.; 

AND THAT Council direct staff to issue “Development Variance Permit PL2020-8784”. 

Strategic Priority Objective 

Community Safety: The City of Penticton will support a safe, 
secure and healthy community. 

Community Design: The City of Penticton will attract, promote 
and support sustainable growth and development congruent 
with the community’s vision for the future. 

Proposal 

The applicant is proposing to increase the height of the existing 
fence along Skaha Lake Road. This fence is located in the front 
yard setback of both properties, and in order to increase the 
height of the fence from 1.2m to 1.8m a variance is required. As 
such, the applicant has submitted this Development Variance 
Permit application. 

Background 

The subject properties are part of the Dauphin Manufactured 
Home Park (Figure 1). The mobile home park consists of several 
separate properties and this application is for those parcels 

Figure 1 - Location Map 
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located adjacent to Skaha Lake Road. The subject properties are zoned RSM (Mobile Home Park Housing) 
and are designated ‘Urban Residential’ by the Official Community Plan (OCP). Nearby uses include Fairhaven 
Supportive Housing to the north, commercial uses across Skaha Lake Road to the west, and motel uses to 
the south.  

The applicant has described challenges with the current fence along Skaha Lake Road (Attachment ‘A’). They 
describe instances where people have trespassed over the existing fence and into the mobile home park. 
The intent of increasing the height of the fence is to deter trespassers by both the increased height and 
topper material which would make it more difficult to overcome. The applicant has included photos of the 
existing fence, renderings of the proposed topper to increase the height, and an example of another fence 
on their property where the topper has already been installed in their Letter of Intent (Attachment ‘A’). 

Technical Review 

This application was reviewed by the Technical Planning Committee. No concerns with the proposal were 
raised by the committee. 

Analysis 

When considering a variance to a City bylaw, staff encourages Council to consider if there is a hardship on 
the property that makes following the bylaw difficult or impossible, whether approval of the variance would 
cause a negative impact on neighbouring properties, and if the variance request is reasonable. 

Section 5.6 of Zoning Bylaw 2017-08 outlines the various permitted fence heights in Penticton: 

Maximum Fence Height Location 

1.2m (4ft.) Within the front yard setback 

1.8m (6ft.) 
Behind the front yard setback 
Within the side or rear yard setback 

2.4m (8ft.) 
If situated adjacent to a controlled access highway 
Within an agricultural or industrial zone 

 

Staff have reviewed the application and are recommending support for the following reasons: 

1. This lot line functions more as a rear lot line than as a front lot line.  
 
The subject properties form part of the larger Dauphin Manufactured Home Park and the park’s 
primary access is from Dauphin Avenue. However, the subject properties are separate parcels and 
given this, their only street frontage is along Skaha Lake Road, making this their ‘front lot line’ as per 
the Zoning Bylaw definition. The intent of limiting fence heights to 1.2m within the front yard 
setback is to maintain clear sightlines between the street and the front of the building/main 
entrance. This allows for increased engagement with the street and improves the pedestrian realm. 
In this case, buildings on the subject property face away from the street and towards the internal 
streets. There is no driveway onto Skaha Lake Road on either subject property. For these reasons this 
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lot line functions more as a rear yard. Typically fences along rear yards can be up to 1.8 in height, the 
same height as requested through this application. 
 

2. The proposed increase in fence height is considered minor in nature, and consistent with the 
permitted fence height along other property lines. 
 
No negative impacts are anticipated from the proposed height increase on neighbouring properties, 
which are primarily commercial in nature in this area. The proposed 0.6m increase in fence height is 
considered minor in nature. The proposed 1.8m fence height is matches the permitted heights 
allowed in the side and rear yards of these properties, and is not considered out of character with the 
surrounding area.  

Staff consider the requested variance and proposed increased fence height is reasonable in this instance. As 
such, staff recommend that Council approve “Development Variance Permit PL2020-8784” and direct staff to 
issue the permit. 

Alternate Recommendations 

The applicant has presented an alternative option for Council to consider. While the preferred variance is for 
a fence height of 1.8m along the Skaha Lake Road frontage, the applicant has indicated that 1.5m (5 ft) 
height would also assist with achieving their desired solution to the trespassing problem (Attachment ‘A’). 
Staff consider the request to allow a height of 1.8m is reasonable in this instance, however Council may 
prefer to approve a reduced fence height of 1.5m as an alternative option (Alternate Recommendation 1) 

1. THAT Council approve an amended version of “Development Variance Permit PL2020-8784” to 
increase the maximum fence height from 1.2m to 1.5m. 

Council may feel the requested variance is unreasonable and that the fence height should not be increased 
in this location. If this is the case, Council should deny the development variance permit (Alternate 
Recommendation 2). Staff are recommending against this option, as in staff’s opinion the site-specific 
circumstance of this request provides reasonable justification for a 1.8m maximum fence height. 

2. THAT Council deny “Development Variance Permit PL2020-8784”. 

Attachments 

Attachment A – Letter of Intent 
Attachment B – Draft Development Variance Permit DVP PL2020-8784 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Steven Collyer, MCIP, RPP 
Planner 1 

Concurrence  

Director 
Chief Administrative 

Officer 

BL 
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Attachment A – Letter of Intent
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