
 
 

Committee of the Whole 

 
 

 
 
 

Committee of the Whole 
to be held at the City of Penticton, Council Chambers 

171 Main Street, Penticton, B.C. 
To view the live broadcast and recordings, visit www.penticton.ca 

 
Tuesday, July 16, 2024  

Recessed from the Regular Council Meeting at 1:00 p.m.  
 

 
1. Call Committee of the Whole to Order 
 
2. Adoption of Agenda 
 
3. Delegations: 
 

3.1 Roaming Cats in Penticton:  Animal Welfare and Conservation          1-11 
Anna Skurikhina, Cats and Birds Project Lead – Stewardship Centre for BC, and  
Theresa Nolet, President – AlleyCats Alliance 
 

 3.2 Penticton Men’s Shed                                         12-13
  Roger Yeo and Steve Jasper 
 
 3.3 Anti-Idling Bylaw and Education Campaign         14-26
  Sophie Robinson, Aareeba Sadeque and Sarah Hatch 
 
4. Adjourn to Regular Meeting of Council 

 
 

http://www.penticton.ca/
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Connect. Understand. Act.

Presented by: 

Anna Skurikhina, Project Lead, Stewardship Centre for BC

Theresa Nolet, President, AlleyCats Alliance

Roaming Cats in Penticton: 
Animal Welfare and Conservation
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The Cats & Birds Program

The Stewardship Centre for BC and its partners
work together to make BC a safer place for cats, 
birds and other wildlife through:

• Collaborative outreach

• Resource development

• Research

Our funders:
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Why We Are Here

100 - 350 
million 
birds

are killed by cats 
per year

5 - 9 
million 

roaming 
cats 

1 - 4 million are 
feral or unowned

In Canada

#1 human-
caused 

mortality

for birds and 
wildlife is cat 

predation

Bylaws and policies advance cat welfare and wildlife conservation

Increased 
public 

health risk

from the transfer of 
zoonotic diseases
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Okanagan Cat Study 2023
123 camera sites resulted in 7.3 million 
pictures collected

Roaming cats have been recorded in 74% 
of all sites:
• Peri-Urban: 100%
• Urban: 97%
• Agricultural: 64.5%
• Protected: 42%
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Okanagan Cats and Birds Workshop 2022
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AlleyCATS Alliance

AlleyCATS was formed in 2012 and is 
dedicated to the feral and 
abandoned cats of the Okanagan. 

We are a small, 100% volunteer-run 
organization. 

Every cat colony we help creates an 
instant positive impact on local 
wildlife and the residents.
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Recommendations

• Help increase the impact of humane organizations and animal shelters on 

local cat welfare.

• Adopt policies & bylaws to prevent cats from roaming at large and 

address cat predation of species at risk and cat overpopulation.

• Sign the Statement of Collaboration to promote responsible cat 

ownership and work together on the roaming cat issue.
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Science-Based Resources
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Thank You!

Connect with us at:

anna@stewardshipcentrebc.ca
www.stewardshipcentrebc.ca

alleycatsalliance@gmail.com
www.alleycatsalliance.org
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Anti-Idling Summary

Date: Jul. 9, 2024

To: City Council

From: Penticton Secondary School Sustainability Club and First Things First Okanagan

Subject: Anti-Idling Bylaw and Education Campaign Proposal

Recommendation:

That council pass a motion to direct staff to draft an Anti-Idling Bylaw proposal. That the

Anti-Idling Bylaw be supplemented with an educational campaign, materials created by the

Penticton Secondary School Sustainability Club and the City of Penticton and promoted by the

City of Penticton and School District No. 67, about Anti-Idling.

Summary:

Engine idling is defined by a motor vehicle that is operated while it is not in motion. Idling

vehicles emit greenhouse gasses (GHG) which are a catalyst in global warming. An Anti-Idling

bylaw and Education Campaign would raise awareness in the city of Penticton about the impacts

of idling on our health, environment, and our carbon footprint. It would encourage residents of

Penticton to adopt a more environmentally conscious habit of being aware of their engine idling.

The supplementation of an Educational Campaign with the Bylaw will help change habits while

the Bylaw simultaneously emphasizes the importance of anti-idling and lets residents of

Penticton know that the city seriously cares about this issue.

- 15 -



Background: As stated in the Report to City Council by the City of Kelowna on the subject of

the Vehicle Idling Control Proposal, experience from municipalities across Canada has shown

that an Anti-Idling Bylaw is more effective with the supplementation of an Education Campaign.

An Anti-Idling Bylaw along with an Educational Campaign can simultaneously highlight idling

as a serious health and climate issue; sustain public awareness and behavioral change; and

empower employers, property owners, and agencies in requesting reduced idling1.

Idling greatly increases carbon emissions and wastes the money of vehicle owners. In Penticton,

54% of emissions are created by vehicles and $143 M is spent on energy by Penticton residents

and businesses, with 47% accounted for by passenger vehicles2. Along with this significant price

tag on energy, the amount of fuel and money wasted in a year by an individual idling a 3.0 litre

engine for three minutes per day can be estimated3 at 33 litres of fuel, $57, and 76 kg of CO2

emissions. If all 18 457 households in Penticton4 had just one vehicle, with the previously stated

data, then there would be 1 402.7 tonnes of CO2 emissions in our city in one year; a vehicle may

likely idle in multiple scenarios in a day, but if a vehicle idled once for three minutes, these are

the estimated emissions. Thus, if an Anti-Idling Bylaw was implemented and helped residents

cut their idling down to one minute then 1 356.6 tonnes of CO2 emissions would be saved along

with $1 050 966.

Idling also poses serious health risks. Vehicle exhaust contains fine particles that can penetrate

into the lungs, and even enter the bloodstream, potentially aggravating asthma, impacting people

with respiratory ailments, causing lung damage, heart disease, or leading to cancer - children and

the elderly are more susceptible5.
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Additionally, idling is not good for the vehicle’s engine: it can damage engine components

including cylinders and spark plugs. Idling produces more CO2 emissions and wastes more fuel

than restarting the vehicle6.

1 City of Kelowna Report to Council

2 City of Penticton Community Emissions

3 RDCO Estimate Emissions and Cost from Idling

4 Penticton Census 2021 - Total Private Dwellings

5 The Impacts of Idling on Health

6 The Effect of Idling on Your Engine
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https://kelownapublishing.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=37343
https://www.penticton.ca/climate-action
https://form.jotform.com/221006102830234
https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2021/dp-pd/prof/details/page.cfm?Lang=E&SearchText=Penticton&DGUIDlist=2021A00055907041&GENDERlist=1,2,3&STATISTIClist=1&HEADERlist=0
https://www.mass.gov/doc/massdep-fact-sheet-engine-idling-impacts-on-your-health-the-environment/download
https://thehealthyplanet.com/2017/06/vehicle-idling-myth-vs-fact/


Anti-Idling
Penticton

Presented by Penticton
Secondary Sustainability

Club and First Things First
Okanagan
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What is Idling?
Idling is when a car engine is running, but the car is not moving.

Idling emits carbon dioxide, the main greenhouse gas that causes climate
change.

Idling affects the health of others and wastes money. 
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Why Anti-Idling in Penticton

Be an example for other
municipalities in our region to
consider adopting Anti-Idling
initiatives.

Cutting down on idling can
benefit the health of all people
and reduce carbon emissions.
This can help both people and
the environment. 

Youth and adults care about this
issue. Kelowna cares about this
issue. Penticton cares about this
issue. 

Serve as an Example for
Other Municipalities

Protect Our Health
& Environment

We Care
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In
Penticton ... 
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Anti-Idling 
Across BC

 Idling Control Bylaw, enacted July 25, 2022

Good Neighbour Bylaw, Idling restrictions added on June 26, 2018

Vancouver Motor Vehicle Noise and Emission Abatement Bylaw, enacted July 18,
2006

Coquitlam Street and Traffic Amendment (Vehicle Idling) Bylaw, enacted
February 7, 2022

Kamloops

Kelowna
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Action: An Anti-Idling Bylaw in
Penticton

- 23 -



General Regulation: No person shall cause a motor vehicle to idle for more than one minute.

Exceptions: active police, fire, ambulance vehicles; vehicles in highway traffic

Offence and Penalty: warning first; a fine for repeated offences

Enforcement: complaint based; bylaw enforcement officer

Anti-Idling Bylaw &
Education in Penticton

Educational Campaign would consist of videos,
signage, and social media

Suggestions:
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An Anti-Idling Bylaw and Education
Campaign will ...

create a healthier environment with
cleaner air

be safer for children

save money for vehicle owners

protect our environment

encourage environmentally conscious
habits
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Thank You!
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