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Special Accessibility Committee Meeting
to be held via Zoom
Tuesday, September 23, 2025
at 1:00 p.m.

Call Special Committee Meeting to Order
We acknowledge that Penticton, where we live and work, is on the traditional land’s of the Syilx People
in the Okanagan Nation.

Adoption of Agenda
New Business

3.1 Penticton Accessibility Assessment- Beach Accessibility
Delegation: Happy Cities and Meaningful Access Consulting
Staff Recommendation:
THAT the Accessibility Committee receive into the record the presentation titled "Penticton
Accessibility Assessment - Beach Accessibility”.

Next Meeting

The next regular Accessibility Committee meeting is scheduled for October 8, 2025 at 9:30 am via Zoom
and in-person.

Adjournment
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Cover page. 
Title: “Penticton Accessibility Assessment – Digital sesión September 2025”. 

Happy Cities and Meaningful Access Consulting logos.


Agenda

TOPIC

Introductions

Project overview and timeline
Focused discussion

Questions and next steps

TIME (APPROX)
5 minutes

5 minutes

35 minutes

10 minutes


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Slide 2: Agenda. 

Table with topic and approximate time for each of them.
Introductions: 5 minutes
Project overview and timeline: 5 minutes
Focused discussion: 35 minutes
Questions and next steps: 10 minutes


@1 Introductions



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
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Introductions

Introductions

e Meaningful Access
e Happy Cities
e Accessibility Advisory Committee Members
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Slide 4: Introductions
Bullet points below: Meaningful Access, Happy Cities, Accessibility Advisory Committee Members
��Happy Cities is a Vancouver-based urban planning, design, and engagement consultancy. We are a certified B Corp and focus on creating healthy, happy and more inclusive communities�Meaningful Access Consulting is universal design and accessibility consulting firm�
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>
Project overview and timeline

Background

Local Progress

e Penticton has begun work with its Accessibility Plan (2023-2026) and seasonal Mobi-

mats at Sudbury, Skaha, and Okanagan beaches.
e Broader city plans (Parks & Recreation, Social Development, Transportation, OCP

2045) stress equity and mobility, but beach-specific actions are still limited.

Legislative Context

e No provincial or federal standards address beach accessibility directly.
e Existing codes (BC Building Code, CSA) focus on indoor/public facilities.
e Penticton must follow the Accessible BC Act (2021), which offers a framework but no

technical beach guidance.
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Slide 6: Background
Local Progress
Penticton has begun work with its Accessibility Plan (2023–2026) and seasonal Mobi-mats at Sudbury, Skaha, and Okanagan beaches. 
Broader city plans (Parks & Recreation, Social Development, Transportation, OCP 2045) stress equity and mobility, but beach-specific actions are still limited.
Legislative Context
No provincial or federal standards address beach accessibility directly. 
Existing codes (BC Building Code, CSA) focus on indoor/public facilities. 
Penticton must follow the Accessible BC Act (2021), which offers a framework but no technical beach guidance.
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Project overview and timeline

Project timeline - August to November 2025

v/ Environmental scan

v/ Engagement plan + Key actor scoping

o September - October 2025: Community consultations
o In-person and digital

o September 2025: Draft Framework

o Qctober 2025: Site assessment

o Professional assessment

o Walkouts

o October - November 2025: Finalize the Beach Assessment and Framework
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Environmental scan
Engagement plan + Key actor scoping
September - October 2025: Community consultations
In-person and digital
September 2025: Draft Framework
October 2025: Site assessment
Professional assessment
Walkouts 
October - November 2025: Finalize the Beach Assessment and Framework



Project overview and timeline

Where are we talking about? -

Okanagan Lake Beach + Rotary Park
Okanagan Lake Park

u._,...n'-"“

anticton

Marina Way Beach + Park

Skaha

Sudbury Beach

Three Mile Beach

Skaha Dog Park with Beach Access

West Bencl ¥

= e
Channel Access (Entrance, Midpoint, Exit)

Sites (link to the map)



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Slide 8: Where are we talking about?
Okanagan Lake Beach + Rotary Park
Okanagan Lake Park
Marina Way Beach + Park
Skaha
Sudbury Beach
Three Mile Beach
Skaha Dog Park with Beach Access
Channel Access (Entrance, Midpoint, Exit)
Map with the beaches highlited. Link to the virtual map. 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=18ZwAEYXRlqueA9Jyf5LtJ-b-H0qsUTY&ll=49.45290348177936,-119.4517344888672&z=12

Project overview and timeline

Project areas of focus

e Built environment
o Mobility and access infrastructure (access to the site and water)

o Comfort and gathering spaces (recreation areas, outdoor eating areas, day-long
comfort)

o Hygiene facilities (personal hygiene, waste management)
e Information and communication

o Information (on-site information, know before you go)
e Delivery of services

o Safety and services (water safety, programming)
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Built environment
Mobility and access infrastructure (access to the site and water)
Comfort and gathering spaces (recreation areas, outdoor eating areas, day-long comfort)
Hygiene facilities (personal hygiene, waste management)
Information and communication
Information (on-site information, know before you go)
Delivery of services
Safety and services (water safety, programming)
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Project overview and timeline

1. Mobility and access infrastructure

Users must be able to arrive safely and
conveniently, whether walking, cycling, using
transit, or driving. Accessible parking, safe
drop-off zones, nearby transit stops, and
clear pedestrian routes ensure that everyone
can reach the beach.
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Slide 10. 1. Mobility and access infrastructure
Users must be able to arrive safely and conveniently, whether walking, cycling, using transit, or driving. Accessible parking, safe drop-off zones, nearby transit stops, and clear pedestrian routes ensure that everyone can reach the beach.

Picture with Marco on his wheelchair over a mobi mat.
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Project overview and timeline

2. Comfort and gathering
space

This means recreation areas, outdoor
eating areas, day-long comfort.
Including benches, picnic tables,
picnic shelters, fire pits and
barbeques, playground equipment,
lighting and natural shade.
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Slide 11. 2. Comfort and gathering space

This means recreation areas, outdoor eating areas, day-long comfort. Including benches, picnic tables, picnic shelters, fire pits and barbeques, playground equipment, lighting and natural shade.
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Project overview and timeline

3. Information and
communication

This includes signage at the
beaches, interpretive signs, on-
site information and real-time
beach conditions/maps.

12
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Slide 12. Information and communication

This includes signage at the beaches, interpretive signs, on-site information and real-time beach conditions/maps.
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4. Safety and services

This means water safety and
programming, such as lifeguards,
amphibious mobility aids, marking
the swimming areas. Programming
includes cultural and community
events, staff training and
maintenance protocols.

13
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Slide 13. 4. Safety and services

This means water safety and programming, such as lifeguards, amphibious mobility aids, marking the swimming areas. Programming includes cultural and community events, staff training and maintenance protocols.



Project overview and timeline

5. Hygiene facilities

This includes personal hygiene
facilities and infrastructure such
as washrooms, showers, changing
rooms, water fountains. As well as
waste managements and litter
receptacles.

14
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This includes personal hygiene facilities and infrastructure such as washrooms, showers, changing rooms,  water fountains. As well as waste managements and litter receptacles.
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Focused discussion

Big wins

Which beach do you
enjoy most?

Which of those ‘/_

beaches have you
visited?
Why do you prefer the

beach that you
\,

mentioned?
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Slide 16: Big wins

Which of those beaches have you visited?
Which beach do you enjoy most?
Why do you prefer the beach that you mentioned?


Focused discussion

Challenges

What prevents you
from visiting these
locations?

Which beaches do ‘/_

you avoid or choose
not to visit?

Which barriers do you
~ face accessing Penticton
beaches?
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Which beaches do you avoid or choose not to visit?
What prevents you from visiting these locations?
Which barriers do you fae accessing Penticton beaches?


Focused discussion

Any questions?

18
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C )
Focused Discussion

Next steps

e Survey is closed. 43 answers.

e There will be opportunity to join
an Accessibility Assessment for
people with disabilities on
October 6th of October 7th.

o More details TBD.

i
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Slide 19: Next steps
Survey is closed. 43 answers.
There will be opportunity to join an Accessibility Assessment for people with disabilities on October 6th of October 7th.
More details TBD.
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