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Personal plea for action on youth homelessness to Victoria, Ottawa 
 

(Penticton, BC – May 12, 2022) – Wanting to ensure that No Where to Go: A report from the Youth 
Homelessness Research Project remains an active blueprint for change, copies have been sent to the 
provincial and federal governments, as well as other agencies, and includes a personal plea for action.  

“We are in a crisis. Perhaps it does not personally affect you or your constituents; however it puts the 
lives of our youth at risk and harm, and their futures become derailed and uncertain because of the 
social problems of housing,” begins the letter from a youth with lived experience of homelessness. 

Penticton City Council and partners unanimously supported the report – which was led by youth - in 
February and continue to move forward with the recommendations in the report. By sending the 
report to higher levels of government, the City is fulfilling a recommendation from youth in the report, 
and is encouraging collaboration to increase the supports and solutions available for Penticton youth. 

“We know the status quo is no longer an option. We need your help in supporting early prevention 
and intervention efforts to ensure no young person is ever left alone in our community,” write Kim 
Conroy and Melisa Edgerly who co-chaired the committee that supported the development of No 
Where to Go. 

The entire package has been delivered to the provincial ministries of health, housing, mental health 
and addictions, children and families, education, advanced education and public safety. Copies were 
also sent to the federal minister of housing and the federal housing advocate, as well as to BC 
Housing, Interior Health and Canada Mortgage and Housing. 

The urgency of the situation was reinforced by the conclusion of the letter from the youth, who has 
been kept anonymous. 

“The youth of today will be the leaders and change makers of our future and they are left with 
nowhere to go; our homeless population were once our youth and we have failed them. This cycle 
must be broken, and we must come from a place of community, and a place of understanding of how 
we got here. Let’s give our youth safety, security, respect and a future. 

“But what would I know, I’m a youth after all.” 

100 More Homes, the collaborative group of community partners addressing housing and 
homelessness in Penticton, is leading the implementation of No Where to Go as part of the three-year 
Memorandum of Understanding the group signed with the City on April 5, 2022.   

The package, including the letter from the youth, that was sent to the federal and provincial 
governments can be found here. 

https://www.penticton.ca/sites/default/files/images/city-services/social-development/No%20Where%20to%20Go%20To%20Ministries%20Package.pdf


A copy of the No Where to Go report is available here. 

 
-30- 

 
Contacts: 
 

Adam Goodwin 
Social Development Specialist 
City of Penticton 
250-490-2512 
 
Tanya Behardien 
Chair 
100 More Homes 
250-487-3367 
 
Shane Mills 
Senior Communications Advisor 
City of Penticton 
250-490-2583 
 
 

https://www.penticton.ca/sites/default/files/docs/our-community/social-development/2022-04-08-PDF-City%20of%20Penticton%20Youth%20Homelessness%20Report%20January%202022.pdf

